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D E S T R U C T I V E A N D C O N S T R U C T I V E E O R C E S
Nthe stoiy of the Good Samaritan we see how the most
contrasting- forces can meet ahuman being in this life.
H e c a n m e e t d e s t r u c t i v e f o r c e s a s i n t h e e a s e o f t h e

man of whom the Go.spel relates; he was plundered, .struck
.senseless, and left lying to await apainful death. But he
may also meet something of an entirely different nature,
which is expressed in the act ion of the Good Samari tan:
helpfulness, love, aforgetfulness of self which is willing
to sacrifice for others. This is something very different:
o n t h e o n e h a n d t h a t w h i c h b r e a k s d o w n a n d e n d s i n

death, on the other that which builds up and leads to life.
I t i s i n t h e h u m a n h e a r t w e m e e t t h e s e t w o d i f f e r e n t
worlds; in the human heart there is room for destructive
and disintegrating as well as constructive and merciful
forces. One often hears people say when amurder or an
as.sault has been committed: “How can God permit that
.such things take place?” In this way they really g-ive God
the blame and forget that it is in us human beings that
d e s t r u c t i v e a s w e l l a s c o n s t i n c t i v e f o r c e s a r e a t w o r k . I f
the Good Samar i tan had not g iven const ruct ive forces a
place in his l i fe, the assaulted man could not have l ived.
He could not save himself. Others passed him by, in them
were not found constructive forces at work, in them were
not found the need to forget self and help others.

Strange what fearful decisions are asked of us, what
choice we are all given: Whether our lives shall be de-
stimctive or constructive. Our human nature is capable of
the one as well as of the other. Ahuman lieing can be just
as occupied in tearing down as in building up. Strange
that things so different can find aplace in the human
heai't, that aperson may l)e eager to do either. We not
only feel drawn to ))oth sides, but there are in us possil)ili-
lies of Ijecomiug involved in eithei'. Anatui'al fountain
can never yield both sweet and soui- water. But it seeims
t h a t m e n c a n s e r v e b o t h d e s t i ' u e t i v e a n d c o n s t r u c t i v e
forces. We have the al)ility to respond to that which
sti-ivcs toward eternal life, whei-e eveiything is good and
pure. We niu.st also have tlie ability to deny that influence
which imisels us to destroy, to hurt, to murder. Mimler is
astrong woi'd. We may also think of that ill humor which
we permit to effect our behavioi-, our attitude toward our
associate.s, and the words we speak. Before we know it we
ai-e living alife of de.sti-uction. To speak evil of othei-s, to
.S2)eak discouraging wortls: “What’s the use?” —this is
fo destroy. Here we are looking into awoi-ld where life is
plundei-ed and made poorer. It is ea.sier to entei* into the
sei-vice of deslruction than we realize. Itiit the worst of all
is when desti-uctiveness comes 1o men in the likeness of an
angel of light so that they ai‘e led to believe they are serv¬
ing God when they are opposing Him.

And it is difficult 1o know how deeply aper.son may

I be involved in destructiveness before he is wholly swal¬
lowed up by it. Think of the man who came to Jesus with
his boy afflicted by adumb spirit, which caused him to
fall into water and into Are in order to destroy him. He
was so firmly in the grasp of that spirit that no one could
extricate him, excej^t Him who was most powerfully under
the influence of the constractive life, Jesus Christ Himself.

On the other hand, ahuman being can also enter so
fully into the life of building up that he can help others.
God once said of Jerusalem :“I shield this city that Imay
save it, for my sake and my .servant David’s.” David must
have been able so to draw constmet ive forces into h im¬
self ,so that he could help save others.

Just as destnictive forces may become stronger than
aperson —as in the case of the moon-struck boy —so
may also the constructive forces dominate aperson, as
with Jeremiah. He tried to reject the constructive call to
be aprophet, but the call became too insistent, it seemed
like fire in his bones, and he was compelled to speak.

Think of Mathi lda Wrede, the pr isoners ’ f r iend!
Many of the prisoners she visited were so much under the
influence of destructive forces that they had a. mind to kill
her. But constructive, saving strength was so powerful in
her that it overcame the murder in the prisoners’ hearts.
When men give God the blame and ask: “Why does He
permit one person to kill another?” it comes to mind that
God has been in need of such persons as Mathilda Wrede,
in whom that which builds up is very powerful.

St. Paul is familiar with these thoughts. He says that
h e h a s b e c o m e t h e d e b t o r o f a l l . B u t w h a t d o e s h e o w e
them? His feeling of debt originated in the ciy for help
which reached him from afallen world, him who had be¬
gun to open his heart to the saving and creative power
fi'oni God. He heard the ciy from the men who flogged
him and cast .stones upon him. Iowe them, Iam in debt to
them, for had 1i-eached them with the constructive forces
God has entrusted to me, they would not have this mad
desire to destroy.

The pi-ophet Ezekiel heard the Lord say: “When I
tell the wicked, “You nm,st die,’ if you do not warn him,
if yon say nothing to warn the wicked from his wicked
course, in order to save his life, then that wicked man
shall die for his iniquity, but Iwill hold you responsible
f o r h i s d e a t h . J t

Aperson may incur the guilt of another man’s blood
when he himself is possessed of constractive power but
neglccls to impai-t of this power to other persons.

God help us to give assent to the constructive forces
of life and to reject the de.structive. (From the Danish of
Niels Dael.)

C. A . S tub .
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must be one continuous vacation so to go from one place
to another meeting- diffei-ent people all the time and see¬
ing- different scenes. But he who has traveled for years
lias adifferent opinion aliout this.

The desire in me lias often been to give expression to
disappointments, joys, and sorrows and to take pax-t in the
various discus.sion.s which have been carried on in “Dvk.”.
1have put x-ed pencil marks by many items in “Dvk.
and laid them aside; that is as far as 1have come.

1myself suffer under the.se condition.s. There would
always lie some of the readers who would undei-stand
what ailifhcult mission, is and who are, praying- people
who wouhl inclnde both the worker and his wox’k iix their
prayers. Yet even in that i-e.spect one may be .sorely dis¬
appointed. 1once asked aSunday School teacher to re¬
member acertain cau.se in her prayers. “That 1could xiot
px-omise; 1will not promise anythixxg Icaix not keep,
was the answei’. Teacher in aSunday School, yet not a
praying person! Poor, poor woman! Christ loves her and
died for her, aixd she woxxld not even speak to her saviox*.

Bxxt 1know there are px-aying people iix oxxr chxxrch
who will pray for this work. These 1.sincerely want to tell
what they .shoxxld pray for e.specially. Oixe px'ayer which is
always needed is this: that Christ’s gospel of sin and
mercy nxay always flow from my lips with wax-mth axxd life
whenever Iopen them to bear witness of my savior. This
prayer you can not send xxp too often nor too fex’vently.

This is the other side of the picture which Rev. Ras¬
mussen painted. We ax*e bound by feeliixgs which have,
their roots in acommoix ox’igiix and acommon pux'pose to
give aid to those people. We come of the same blood, we
have the same traditions; they are our people. They have
the same pxxrpose as oxxr forebears had wlxeix they wrestled
with pioneer difficxxlties in this laixd. Exit we ax’e also
bound by our love for Jesus Chx-ist —if we ai*e His fol-
lowex’s —to bring to them the message which has come to
mean something for us, the message which oxxr Lox*d asked
us to spread abx-oad to all people. And whom shoxxld we
prefer before oxxr owxi people! It seems qxxite ineompx’e-
hensible that we have beeix so tax’dy in coming to oxxr own
people in other places with the words of love, hope, axxd
mercy which Chx-ist has given to us and which we treasxxre.

Remember the Canada Missioix in your prayeus, and
in your contributions.

T H E C A N A D A M I S S I O N

Rev. P. Rasmussen, who has been occxxpied with the
wox’k of oxxr syxxod in Canada for over 15 years wx-ites
aboxxt th is wox’k in “Dv.” :

Thex-e is afield among the Danish people of Canada,
which calls for meix who are willing to take xxp the work.
Let me fxxi-ther empha.size that it is afield in which it is
ablessing to work. Ihave 15 yeax-s’ experience there.

Then he mentions three factoi-s which have changed
the oxxtlook and character of the work and made it more
difficult. Pir.st, immigratioix fronx Dennxark has px-actical-
ly ceased the last few yeax-s. Second, nxoving aboxxt from
place to place is no loixger so common as it was afew
yeax-s ago. Thii-d, the people ax-e vex-y poor. They are
siixxply not able to move, nor is there anything to move
to any other place fox-.

When 1mentioned that people wex-e simply not able
to move, we have hex-e the third factox-, which we are
simply fox-ced to recogixize. That factor is poverty. How
this paralyzes oxxr woi-k can hardly be reckoned. On the
other hand there is in th is co ix ixect ion someth ing vex-y
definite which Iwant to poiixt oxxt, because Isee in it aix
ideal. Bxxt let me hasten to say that Iam not able to
realize the ideal to its full extent. Without mentioning

●names Iwant to point oxxt asingle incident which points
in the direction 1woxxld like to go. ADanish pastor had
received some moxiey for distx-ibxxtion as he thoxxght best.
He came to ahome whex-e povexty met his eyes evex-y-
where. The husband was at wox-k in adistaxi t place, the
woman, who had come fx-om Deixmax’k ixot so long before,
sat there alone with hex- small childreix, x-eady to lose all
coxxrage. Thex-e was no colony at this place, bxxt the pastor
was able to get together enough Dxxnish people to hold a
meetiixg iix this woman’s house. When they sang the old
and weU-known Danish hymns and songs it brought as a
ray of light to this home from the mild x-egions of the
homeland. Suppose we could bx-ing such ax-ay of light to
all the immigrant homes of this land! For if they can not
come to the church, oxxr fellowship must x-each out to
t h e m .

I i
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That is true. Let us who live in older and mox-e com¬
pact communities not forget the days when oxxr fathex-s
and mothers had the same or similax- tx-ials to go thx-ough.
Men' came to them to help them get together in congrega¬
tions, build churches, and open xxp schools where they
could receive rays of hope to hearten them in this new
land so strange to them. We owe it to their memoi-y not
to forget oxxr brothers in Canada, who are as tx-xxly bxxild-
ing anexv land as oxxr fathers did.

Concerning his field of the work, which is very seat-
tex-ed, mox-e of amissionary type than settled chxxrch work.
Rev. P. N. Chx-istiansen wx-ites: “Bach of us can answer
only fox- himself. Ican answer only for myself and some¬
times hardly that. It is neither indolence nor aspix-it of
defiaxxce which has kept me fx-om wx-itiixg aboxxt the mis-
sioixary wox-k in the.se regioixs.

The main reason for my silence is too xxxxxch work and
too many axxd too gx-eat difficxxlties in getting aroxxxid fx-onx
place to place. My experience is the same as Rev. Dox-f’s.
You caix not tuxax the mex-x‘y-go-roxxnd and the ixxxxsiqbox
at the same time. Ihave alax-ge merx-y-go-x-ound, hard for
oixe nxaix to tux-ix.

, . .The reader wil l know fx-om other years that
lengthy x-epox-ts of the wox-k Ixei-e can hardly be expected
befox-e aboxxt this time. The x-est of the year is mox-e than
fully occupied with the wox-k itself. There is tinxe for
ixeither sxxmmer vacation nor other foi-ms of x-ecx-eatioix.
He who has not tried to travel eonstxxntly thixxks that it

C . A . S t u b .
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T H E S A N T A L M I S S I O N

V
A L i f e i i x S e r v i c e .

Aboxxt the time the Santal colony in Assam was
s t a x - t e d s e v e r a l n e w s t a t i o n s w e x - e e s t a b l i s h e d i n S a i x t a l i s -
taxx as Dumka axxd Assaxxbani iix 1878; Basetkxxndi, 1879;
Mohxxlpahari and Chenderpxxra, 1881; Kax-ikadox*, 1884,
a n d o t h e x - s .

According to the Annual Report thex-e wex-e aboxxt
2500 Chx-istians in 1880, and the xixxmlxer has been in-
cx-eased every year since.

BoxTesen’s aim was to edxxcate the Santal people not
only spix-itxxally but also in temporal mattex-s and wox-ldly
things.

y y

Evex-ything at the missioix stations shoxxld be neat
axxd clean so that it might be agood example for the San-
tals. He would not only make them Chx-istians lixxt raise
their staxxdax*d of living.

When he and his helpex-s went fx-om village to village
to preach the Go.spel, he woxxld take notice of how the
people lived, both in tlxe homes and oxxt in the field. Later

t t
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when he sat among them, he might say that awoman—
and he would tell her name—was dirty, and her house
was dirty, and he would say that aman—and again he
would mention his name—was apoor fanner, he had seen
how poorly his fields were prepared, and he would tell
them that such people could not be good Christians; if
they were, the women would keep themselves and their
homes clean,' and the men would be good farmers. The
Santals would not be offended by such talk. He was their
Sahib, and he knew how to manage everything.

The next time he came, they would all be eager to
show him the improvements they had made.

They learned self-respect, and their living conditions
were improved. Even their heathen neighbors would
l e a r n t o d o b e t t e r .

Vis i to rs cou ld te l l the d i f fe rence between aChr is t ian
and aheathen ^^llage. The Christians would have nicer
h o m e s a n d a l i c h e r h a r v e s t .

Agreater support from the homelands was needed,
so it was decided that Skrefsrud should go to Europe and,
if po.s.sible, create as great an interest in their mission in
Noi-way as Borresen had done in Denmark.

Mrs. Borresen’s health was failing, so Borresen told
her to go with Skrefsrud to Europe. She excused herself
and said that she could not be spared.

Well,” said Borre.sen, “then that money is wasted.
What money?” she asked him.
Ibought the ticket for you,” Borresen said. Then

she made ready to go.
There was afarewell party for them at Ebenezer May

There went the result of many years of diligent re-
sea i ’ ch , ” sa id Sk re fs rud . Bu t Bor resen to ld h im tha t he
would not have much time for literary work any more.
Borresen was getting old, and Skrefsrud had to take over
s o m e o f h i s w o r k . B u t S k r e f s r u d h a d a t t h a t t i m e t r a n s ¬
lated the four gospels to Santali. He had published a
hymnal, containing 171 hymns, onginal or translated, and
he had published aBible History, aCatechism, and aSan-
tal Mythology.

Fortunately Rev. 0. Bedding came as amissionary to
Santalistan in Januaiy, 1890. He has translated the rest
of the Bible. It was completed and published in 1914.

The missionaries had their joys and their sorrows. But
although there were setbacks and disappointments here
and there, the work progressed from year to year. If any¬
thing went wrong Borresen would go into his study, close
the door and pray to God, until he came out with ashin¬
ing face, atranquil heart, and asong of praise to God for
His mercy.

T h r e e o t h e r n a t i v e w o r k e r s w e r e o i ’ d a i n e d i n 1 8 8 4 a n d
given changes as pastors. Many elders and Bible women
worked very faithfully under Borresen’s leadership.

Borresen vi.sited Eeirope once more in 1889. He came
to Denmark in June and spoke many places. He was given
ahearty welcome and received with open arms wherever
he came. He also Hsited Norway, Sweden, England, and
Germany, and after afarewell festival in Copenhagen he
left for India Jan. 9, 1890. It was his last visit to Den-
m a i ’ k .

< {
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Anew and larger church was needed in Benagaria,
but Borresen would not use the money given in contribu¬
tions for achurch building-. But as soon as he had left
for Europe, his wife got busy. She bought alot for the
.new church, had the ground prepared, and under her su-
pervi.sion the Santals burned 100,000 bricks; so when Bor¬
resen came back, he readily agreed to build anew church,
a n d t h e w o r k w a s s t a r t e d a t o n c e .

It is the largest church built for anative congrega¬
tion in India to this day.

If you are areader of ‘‘Santalmissiona3ren,” you will
have seen apicture of this church between the pictures of
B o r r e . s e n a n d S k r e f s r u d .

The tower is 60 feet high, and there is room for 3000
people in the church. The cost was $10,000.00, but most of
this money was collected in Denmark and given by people
who wanted to help build this church; so there was no
d e b t w h e n i t w a s fi n i s h e d . T h e c h u r c h w a s d e d i c a t e d
E a s t e r S u n d a y, M a r c h 2 9 , 1 8 9 1 . T h i s w a s a d a y o f r e ¬
joicing for the mis.sionaries and the congregation.

The following year, 1892, it was 25 years since the
missionwork had been begun. And agreat jubilee festival
was held Sept. 17-19, 1892. From far and near the Chris¬
tian Santals came to the celebration. The church was filled
to its capaciay, and several hundred people stood outside
trying to hear the word while Borresen and Skrefsmd
preached the sennons. It was an unforgetable moment
when everybody arose, confessed their faith, said the
Lord’s Pi-ayer, and received the benediction.

ANorwegian minister Rev. Storjohann had visited
the Santal Mission, and had been much impressed by the
great work. Later he visited the Norwegian congregations
in America. Everywhere he .spoke about the work done in
the Santal Mission and collected anice sum of money for
t h i s m i s , s i o n .

As aresult of these meetings the Norwegian Lutheran
C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a i n v i t e d S k r e f s r u d t o c o m e a n d t e l l
a b o u t t h e w o r k .

This invitation was accepted, and Skrefsrud left Bene-
garia April 3,1894, in order via Copenhagen to sail for New

(Continued on Col. 127)

21, 1881.
AVhen they ari-ived in Europe, Mrs. Borresen went to

Bei'lin to visit her x-elatives and l)e together with her
children. Skrefsmd went to Norway to speak for his dear
mission. He .spoke fluently and with .such .spiritual power
that the people wei-e moved and gi-ipped at the heart-
sti-ings. Therefore he .succeeded in ai-emarkablc way to
a r o u s e a n d c r e a t e a n i n t e r e . s t i n t h e S a n t i u l M i s s i o n a l l

over Norway. Asociety was formed there as in Denmark,
which was to co l lec t and send cont r ibut ions to the mis-
. s i on fie ld .

The Church of Norway received him as her own mis¬
sionary, and he was oi'dained as amis.sion pa.stor by
Bishop Essendrop in Our Bavior’s Church in Christiania.

He made v i s i t s t o Denmark , Sweden , and Eng land ,
and evei-ywhcre he spoke about his dear mis.sion. In one
of his sermons he said that if he had athousand lives, he
would l )e amiss ionary in them a l l .

As afniit of his seiTnons at least three young men
heard the call to the mission field. They Avere the Nor-
Avegian Johnson, Avho became agreat missionai’y in Mada-
ga.scar, the Dane L. P. Larsen, Avho for many years Avas a
teacher at the theological school at Bangalore, South In¬
dia, and the Swede Ernest Herrman, Avho later came to
be amis.sionary in Santalistan and married one of Borre¬
sen’s daughters.

W h e n S k r e f s r u d a n d M r s . B o r r e s e n w e n t b a c k t o I n ¬
dia they had with them tAvo new mi.ssionaries from Nor-
Avay and BoT-resen’s two oldest daughtei’S. They arrived
safely at Ebenezer Nov. 26, 1883, and were i-eceived with
agreat and festive reception.

While they were goJie Borre.sen had built ancAV study
fo r Sk re f s rud w i t h she l ves f o r h i s books . Then he had
filled the shelves with the books and manuscripts. But as
there was not I’oom for all, he had burned the re.st. When
Skrefsrud came, he asked;

Papa, where are my manuscripts to the Santal lan¬
guage?” Borresen told him they Avere on the shelves.

‘‘Ye.s, but not all of them,” said Skrefsrud.
“Oh, Iburned the re.st of them,” .said Borresen.

< {
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How To Speak English Effectively. By F. H. Vizetelly.
The author of this book is desirous of aiding “those

to whom the correction of many of the common faults of
Office or pî lication, 211 Wash. St., Cedar Falls, Iowa speech and writing are of particular moment,” or as he

Reu. C. A. Stub, Editor, Ringsted, Iowaotherwise states it: “to help to refine and enlarge the
Nielsen, Business Manager, vocabulary of the indi\ddual, to promote more generally

211 ^ashington St., Cedar Falls, Iowa, and correct habits of speech, and to invite and encourage har-25 Merrill Ave., Muskegon, Mich. mony of enunciation.” That such aid is needed by mil¬
lions of people in our land can not be doubted; for “in
Eng l i sh no t one in ten o f ou r educa to rs i s su re o f h i s
ground in the pronunciation of many of our words, and
many of them are )'cady to admit it.” But is this afact
for many of higher education, how much more then does
not the common people need instruction, not to speak of
the immigrants.

The English-American language is in his estimation
Number 7“undoubtedly the greatest language of all ages for ease of

expre.s.sion and shades of meaning.” But thoroughly to
learn it is difficult because of its vast number of words,
among them thousands of foreign origin, and becau.se of
its inconsistency in spelling in relation to pronunciation.

Conce™... Eev. EMe,.en̂about Lutheran Tidings in our Febniaiy issue there is and adopted; and every now and then aforeign word is
much reason for gratitude—and some for disappointment, adopted and naturalized: “The English speaking people.
These figures reveal agood deal. They reveal that in astates, “are the greate.st word pirates the world has
number of localities very good work has been done for
our paper. And the number of subscribers in these places
shows that there must be agood demand for an
paper in our synod. It also points to how good results
be achieved by alittle action and iienseverance on the
part o f local workers.

Subscription price, 50 cts. ayear.
All contributions to the contents of this paper should be sent

t o t h e e d i t o r .

All matters concerning subscriptions, payment of subscriptions,
change of address, etc., should be sent to the business manager.
Advertising rates on request to the business manager.

Second class permit pending.
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Many inrtance.s of progression of the language are
quoted. We will glance at afew: In the word “address

English the puldi.shers of the dictionaries have put the emphasis
can ^on the last syllable both in the verli and in the noun; but

the trend of the people for the la.st twenty jmars has been
to empha.size the fir.st .syllal)le. If this trend persists, the
latter iironunciation will eventually be adopted and put
into the dictiouaiy as standard. “Z when pronounced is
slowly replacing swhen not pronounced in such words as
advertize, criticize, and surprize.

American and English pronunciation arc compared,
and some of the English dialects are severely criticized.

To the qucvstiou: “Who speaks the best English?” he
answers: “The accepted .standard of correct speech rests
on the pronunciation of fho.se members of our community
who .speak the language with accuracy, clearness, ele¬
gance, and propriety.” He claims that the average Amer¬
ican speaks Ixetfer English than the avei'age Englishman,
and “the Engli.sh that we talk is that which our ancestors
brought over from England acentury and ahalf ago.
(The author was boiai in England.) The English in Great
Britain is adozen tongues; some of the dialects can hard¬
ly l)e understood by people fro)n other localities in the
same country. In our country Ave have “variation of
speech”; but the variations or dialects with us are dialects
of trade and profe.ssion rather than of linguistry.

AVhen Mr. Vizetelly states that the American people
have much to learn about their language, both as to clic-

our tion and pi'onunciation, 1have no doubt that he is right.
He calls attention to tlic i-adio announcers, every one is
under acommon obligation to deliver his speeches cor-
i-ectly, free from eri’or in grammar, pronunciation, and
diction. They will, he thinks, prove to be good instructor
in the Ameiican language for the people throughout the
whole land.

Iam thoroughly convinced that this book may be
profitably read by him who is conscious of being wanting
and imperfect in the knoAvledge and use of the American
language. But it should be carefully read, or rather stu¬
died, not merely glanced over. The book can most likely
be borrowed in the public libraries.

7 7

Take the 18 churches with the highc.st nundjer of
subscriptions; they have an average of 27 .subscribers. Our
synod has about 100 congregations, which would make a
possible 2,700 subscribers. If we reduce this by say 25%,
for mode.sty’s sake, we still have 2,075. AVould that be
setting the figure too high?

Iam not at al l unmindful of the var ious condit ions in
our many congregatioms. In afew places the Danish lan¬
guage is still very predominant in the woik. In many
localitie.s people are very poor because of the depression
and the drought of the last few years. Some congrega¬
tions are small and have much difficulty keeping the home
work going. And there may be other difficultie.s.

On the other hand, Iam also mindful of the very low
price of “Lutheran Tidings.” To be .sure, it is only a
.small paper, but it contains agreat amount of reading in
each is.sue: information about our churches and other
churches, sei-mons and articles of different kind.s. It is
wholeheartedly and entirely devoted to the welfare of
synod, the brotherhood and co-operation which should exist
among our churches and our people. We liavc no ax to
grind; we have no special interest to serve:
church and the progress of the Go.spel which has been
t r u s t e d t o i t .

All we need is your full cooperation. AVe need
cooperation in getting circulation; we need your contribu¬
tion to the contents of the paper. May we not have that
—enthusiastically ?

J 5
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C. A. Stub. N. C. Nielsen.
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iiig of having- laid down aheavy burden, of having be¬
come afree and happy man. The desire and the coiu-age to
continue his seeking will have been born; he will have
aKood start. (Fi-eely rendered from the Danish.)

C . A . S t v l .

Lutheran and Christian Maturity
In an article which the Daiiisli author Anton Bernt-

sen recently published he describes aman with aseeking-
heart in church listening to aLutheran pastor^ explain
how asinner is justified before God by faith in Jesus
(.'hrist alone. Tliis man leaves church with the question
ringing in his ears: What shall 1do?

When his religious needs become conscious to aman,
they will always be felt as aneed for action. This is true,
not only of mature, strong, and conscious faith, but also
of that groping, timid, unconscious faith which drives a

to seek Gocl. Faith is something turbulent, it will not
be satisfied by passive resignation and acceptance, it
craves activity. The multitudes whose minds had been
stirred by Peter’s sermon on Pentecost did not ask what
they were to believe, but: “Brothers, what are we to do?’’
When Zachffius had received Jesus in his house, he clid
not talk about his faith, but he promised to repair any in¬
justice he might have done, the new direction of his life
manifested itself in action. And when the rich young man
came to Jesus, his que.stion was:
Ido that 1may have eternal life?
you are not to do anything at all, for you could not save
yourself by your own good deeds; have faith in me and
you are saved. We should perhaps have given some such
answer; but Jesus was wiser. He met this youth’s desire
for activity by saying: “Sell what you have and give it to
the poor, then you shall have treasure in heaven.” If this
young man had followed Jesus’ advice, his action would
have become adecisive bi-eak with his past and the first,
step in tlie redirection of his life. He would have had a
s t a r t .

0

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .

D e a r F r i e n d s !
It is already the 16th of January. Before you receive

this it will have been decided at our conference whether
1am to stay here in Haraputa or not. Ilike to work
among these people; Ibegin to feel that Ihave lost my
heart to the Santals, especially those who live in Assam.
We are considered a, little—you knovv—wild, as the San¬
tals say “from the jungle.

Today when Ivisited in the villages, Idid hear that
Santals—that is baptized Santals—had fallen back;

but 1said to the man in whose house we were together:
Oh, Iwould so very much that every one should

hear what Iam going to read and say about Jesus’ love.
You know, His offer of salvation is to us all, if we only
wi l l accept i t .

Then he sent out aman to call all of them; and we
quite alarge group. There were present four young-

people who took such ahearty part—also in the singing.
We have had quite abit to do with them in the confinna-
tion class, and one of them has been at our school for

m a n

s o m e

Good Master, what must
J e s u s d i d n o t a n s w e r :

1 >
, j

w e r e

s o m e t i m e .
Yes, we must seek to point our young people to the

Prince of Light!
Best greetings,

Dacj i iu i r 3Hl ler.

Awise man has said of liuthei-an Christianity that it
IS agood religion for mature people but somewhat dif¬
ficult of access for lieginners. Perhaps there is .some truth
in this. 01 hers show more aliility in meeting aseeking-
soul where he stands and taking into account what goes ● , v , i i
liefore in his life. If such aperson liecomes aCatholic, pastor near Bristol, Lngland,
he is given aliook which contains the prayers lie is to say through Burrington Combe and being overtaken by aand prescribes the religious forms and ceremonies by temfic thiindei-stunn sought shelter in the cleft of a
which he is to guide his life. To begin with all these large rock or cliff. While the storm was raging
things may be mere forms, but in time they may acquire came to him the words of the hymn:
spiritual content. Or if aseeking person finds his way
to the Salvation Army, he is invited to kneel in penitence,
and the submission which this requires often leads to a
complete break with his former life. In both_ cases the
seeker finds an intelligible answer to the question: What
shall 1do? With us he gets the answer that he must be
converted, which may be right enough; but aman who
conies from the life of this ivorld and to whom religious Agp,
language is strang-e will hardly understand that we mean
aiiyriiing more than moral self-improvement. Besides,
genuine conversion is agift from above, not something to
take or leave at wil l .

Perhaps that is the secret of the success
Group Movement in several countries; it gives to seeking
men and women apractical and intelligible answer to
the question :What shall 1do? The people this movemeiit
appeals to are often worldly men to whom religious reali¬
ties had been strange liefore. Here they get information
they understand and, with some personal self-surrender,
can follow. The demand is: You must seek out those per¬
sons you have wronged and ask their forgiveness, after
that you must do all in your power to repair the lo.ss or
damage done by the wrong. Sin must be confessed, also
before men, and you must do penance. This is something
which can be done; and whenever aperson has compelled
himself to take such acourse, he will experience the feel-

0

R O C K O F A G E S , y y( (

The author of this hymn. Rev. Augustus Toplady,
was one day wa lk ing

t h e r e

1 1 1 -

“Rock of Ages, cleft for me.
Let me hide myself in Thee. > )

Abrass tablet is now found in the church he .served
with the inscription: “In memoi-y of Augustus Toplady,
Clerk in the Holy Orders, author of the hymn, “Rodv of

in sole charge of this parish 1762-64, whose re¬
l ie bur ied beneath Whi tefie ld Memor ia l

j j

n o wm a i n s

flliurch, London.
Apicture of this original Rock of Ages shows it to

be at least about 50 feet high, but deeply cleft on the one
s i d e .

) )

o f t h e O x f o r d

Nothing good was ever achieved without enthusiasm.
— E m e r s o n .

’Tis the mind that makes the body rich.
And as the sun breaks through the darkest cloud,
Bo honour peareth in the meanest habit.

Shakespeare.

In love of home the love of county has its rise.-
D i c k e n s .
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Jesus said to His disciples that however
important His l i fe and work in th is wor ld
migh t seem to them, the re was ye t one
place where His presence was more needed:
the eternal mansions. “ I go away to pre¬
pare aplace for you. ’’He had helped His
disc ip les in th is wor ld; but the most im¬
por tan t was s t i l l to be done: to p repare
f o r t h e m a p l a c e y o n d e r. T h e y m u s t n o t
c o m e t o b e l i e v e t h a t H e d i e d b e c a u s e H e
could manage life no longer. The treachery
of Judas and the malice of the high priests
were no t the reason fo r H is dea th . “ Igo
away to prepare aplace for you. ’’This is
His main achievement, that we may have
s o m e o n e t o r e c e i v e u s w h e n w e h a v e
crossed the bridge.

Let us return to he beginning: “Jesus,
on whom rests peace." And that is true.
He had peace because life for Him was as
abridge which crosses into actual life.

L e t u s n e v e r r e m a i n s t a n d i n g o n t h e
bridge, but cross dver toward the goal on
the other side. (From the Danish of Niels
Dae l . )

T H E W O R L D A S A B R I D G E
h e h a . s w a i t e d a n d s t r i v e n f o r . To h i m i t
will seem as it did to the Norwegian min¬
i s t e r w h o a t h i s d e a th c o u l d s a y : “ J u s t
think, in amoment Ishall sec it al l”—
every th ing wh ich he had wa i ted fo r and
l i v e d f o r .

When . Jesus f aced dea th . He p rayed :
Now Father, g lor i fy me in thy presence

w i t h t h e g l o r y w h i c h I e n j o y e d i n t h y
presence before the world began. ’’He had
used l i fe as abr idge, never as aplace fo
s t a y. N o w t h e g l o r y w a s t h e r e , f o r H e
had reached the end of the bridge. The
passage was accomplished, the goal was at
h a n d .

A t h e i s t s h a v e o f t e n v e r y c l e a r l y a n d
a b l y p o i n t e d o u t t h a t w h a t h i n d e r s t h e
C h r i s t i a n ’ s l i f e i n t h i s w o r l d i s t h a t h i s
goal is in another wor ld . They th ink th is
i s a t r a n s g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t l i f e . I f t h e y
c o u l d t h e y w o u l d p r e v e n t c h i l d r e n f r o m
be ing taught about Chr is t ian i ty. Concen¬
t ra te on l i f e in th i s wor ld , l e t tha t have
a l l y o u r t h o u g h t s , a l l y o u r l o v e , d o n o t
make l i fe meager and void of content by
hav ing your though ts and your hopes in
a n o t h e r w o r l d .

L e t u s c o n s i d e r w h e t h e r t h i s i s t r u e . I n
the first place, if life is created by God as
apassage , wo canno t change i t . Wo can
not change the plans of God. Even if we
rave against them, that will not in the
least change matters.

In the .second place we may refer to our
c .xpcr icncc . Is i t p rofi tab le wh i le wo l i ve
in one period of l i fe to have our thoughts
and dreams in another period? Youth is a
iror-iod when our thoughts lie out ahead, a
period in which we especially live in vis¬
i o n s a n d p r e o c c u p a t i o n s w i t h t h e f u t u r e
lying before us. And those young people
who live their lives in the present only
and use their whole time to have apleas¬
ant existence without any thoughts what¬
soever on the future, do they live ahappy
l i fe? Youth is a lways unhappy when
given over entirely to the pleasures and
enjoyments of the moment; it leaves a
sense of emptiness. But apeculiar glory
is reflected in the lives of those young
people whoso thoughts are occupied with
t h e t i m e t o c o m e .

T h e s a m e i s t r u e o f l i f e i n t h i s w o r l d .
It receives its depth and richnes.s, its con¬
tent, from the anticipation of the glories
o f t h e w o r l d t o c o m e .

AVc can never have our deepest longings
satisfied, nor our richest hopes fulfilled by
being occupied with this world alone; only
the glorious light from the everlasting
realm shining down upon this world can
bring this ful lne.ss of l i fe.

A s m a n h o o d i s b o r n o u t o f t h e v i s i o n . s
of youth, so is eternal life born out of the
vision.s of this l ife. While, wo travel here,
as over abridge, it is all consummated.

John says: “Wo are now the children of
God, and i t is not yet revealed what we
shall become; but we know that when He
is revealed wo .shal l be l ike Him, for we
s h a l l s e e H i m a s H e i s .

. To h n k n o w s w h a t h o i s n o w ; b u t t h e
important thing is: What shall Ibecome
w h e n I g o f r o m h e r o ? H e s h a l l b e c o m e ,
something much more when he has finished
this life; ho shall come to resemble Jesus,
who was great, inapproachable, mighty,
w h i l e . H e d w e l t i n t h e w o r l d .

Many things of this world are hidden
from us. The time comes when nothing
shall bo covered by darkness, everything
s h a l l b o r e v e ; i l e d . W h e n w e h a v e c r o s s e d
the bridge, nothing shall bo hidden, the
whole of life shall lie open in the full light
of day.

.Tesus, on whom rests peace, has said:
The world is like abridge; cross it, but do
not l inger on i t .

This inscript ion was found on aMoham¬
medan mosque near Delhi, India, and is an
example of the various sayings of Jesus
w h i c h h a v e c o m e d o w n t o u s f r o m s o u r c e s
o t h e r t h a n t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t .

I n t h e s e w o r d s t w o t h i n g s a r e s a i d ;
first, how to use life; and next, how not to
u s e i t .

Life is compared to the passage over a
bridge which leads into something entirely
d i f f e r e n t f r o m l i f e i n t h i s w o r l d . T h a t i s
to say, the actual value of life is that it
is abridge across to something different.
I t docs not have i ts 'whole value in i tsel f ,
but in the fact that i t leads to something
else. If anything seems necessary to us it
i s t o k n o w w h a t t h e a c t u a l v a l u e o f l i f e
is. If life is to be used right, this can be
d o n e i n o n l y o n e w a y : b y t h e w a y w e
l ive f rom day to day we at ta in to some¬
t h i n g e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t , o u r w o r l d c o n ¬
s tan t l y moves ou t ahead . Fo rge t t h i s i n
o u r p l a n o f l i v i n g a n d t h e b e s t w i l l b e
l o s t .
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C . A . S t u b .

T h e U n i t e d D a n i s h
C h u r c hL i f e i s o f i m m e a s u r a b l e v a l u e . S o i t i s

considered by the great majority of peo¬
ple; therefore they hold on to life as long
as possible. But life has value only in so
far as we use it for the purpose God has
given it; otherwise it loses its value. To
forget that l i fe is to lead us into an ex¬
istence ent i re ly d i fferent f rom our present
s ta te is to l ive a l i fe wi thout moaning.

T o l i v e a s i f w e w e r e t o r e m a i n h e r e
f o r e v e r i s t o m a k e n o t h i n g o u t o f l i f e .
That is to l ive in opposit ion to God’s in¬
t e n t i o n . A n d f o r t h i s r e a s o n i t i s t h e
chief s in in th is wor ld ; for that is to s in
against life itself, precious, wonderful life
which never turns back. Each day is a
p o r t i o n o f l i f e w h i c h n e v e r r e t u r n s .
Against this l i fe we sin when we think of
it as something else than apassage.

Life in this world docs not have its goal
in itself. Its goal lies elsewhere. “Our
citizenship is in heaven.” The goal lies
far out ahead, in eternity; that is where
our actual fellowship is to bo lived. For
that rea.son it is aviolation against l i fe to
i g n o r e i t s g o a l , a v i o l a t i o n w h i c h b r i n g s
ilire consequences to ahuman being.

M a n y p a s t o r s a r c c o n f r o n t e d w i t h a
grea t d i f ficu l t y a t the dea th bed o f per¬
sons who have been good and honest peo¬
ple, but who have lived as if they were to
r e m a i n i n t h i s w o r l d a l w a y s . A m a n w h o
was about to die said to me: Oh, Mr. Duel,
if Icould only bo permitted to live, my
l i f e w o u l d b e e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t . H e h a d
lived an honest, useful, and active life, but
he had not lived as if it was the passage
over abridge to something else. He had
l i v e d a . s i f l i f e i n t h i s w o r l d w a s h i s c h i e f
c o n c e r n .

I m e n t i o n t h e d e a t h b e d b e c a u s e i t i s
when death faces aperson that he realizes
most clearly the fact that life is ai>assago
which leads to .someth ing ent i re ly d i f fer¬
e n t . W h e n w e h a v e l i v e d h e r o a s i f w o
were a lways to s tay here , death is most
te r r ib le , fo r i t ann ih i la tes every th ing . Wo
are reminded of the good man, whom Jesus
tolls abo:it, that ho had worked well, and
t o r e d o w n h i s b a r n s i n o r d e r t o b u i l d t h e m
l a r g e r, a n d t h e n t h e c a l l c a m e t o h i m :

You fool, this night your soul will be de¬
manded o f you . ” H i s dea th revea led t he
groat fool ishness of this man.

B\it he who has sot the goal of his life
in e te rn i ty has a r r i ved a t the goa l when
dealh comes, he has reached that which all
the time has beckoned to him, that which

D i a m o n d J u b i l e e . M a r c h 5 t h M r s . a n d
R e v . A . M . A n d e r s e n c e l e b r a t e d t h e i r 6 0 t h
wedding anniversary at the homo of their
son. Dr. Silas Andersen, Minneapolis,
M inn . The aged coup le a re s tay ing w i t h
Dr. Andersens temporar i ly. Rev. Andersen
w i l l b e r e m e m b e r e d a s t h e f o u n d e r o f
Tr in i ty Seminary, Bla i r, Nebr. He was a l¬
so edi tor o f “Danskeron” for many years.

*

B i b l e S c h o o l a t E s t e s P a r k . “ T h e U n i t e d
D : u i i s h C h u r c h

School at Estes Park, Colo., Aug. 5-11.
R e v . E d w a r d W . S c h r a m m , C o l u m b u s ,
Ohio, edi tor of “The Lutheran Standard,
a n d R e v. K a r l J . W i l h e l m s e n , R a c i n e ,
Wis., will bo speakers.

w i l l c o n d u c t a B i b l e7 7

7 7

O u r C h u r c h
Brooklyn, N. Y. Rev. A. Th. Dorf wr i tes

in his local parish paper: Concerning the
year now past i t can bo sa id that i t has
been very encouraging in many ways. The
:ittendancc at the services of the congrega¬
t i o n h a s s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s e d . T h e r e h a s
been the best o f fee l ing and cooperat ion
between the d i f ferent organizat ions wi th in
the church. The ladies aid society and the
young people’s society have boon faithful
in the work assigned to them, always
willing to help where needed. AVe have in
most cases been able to keep in touch with
the newly confirmed young people. Ameet¬
ing fo r them has been ar ranged the fi rs t
Fr iday of each month.

* *

Kimballton, Iowa. According to the local
c h u r c h b u l l e t i n s e n t o u t b y R e v. A l f r e d
. Te n . s c n , t h e K i m b a l l t o n c h u r c h i s v e r y
b u . s y w i t h i t s a c t i v i t i e s . A t t h e p r e s e n t
t ime they are preparing to present both a
Dan ish and an Eng l i sh p lay. ‘ ‘Do t gamlo
G u l d ” h a s b e e n c h o s e n a s t h e D a n i s h
play; the title of the English play is not
yet announced. Anow activity has been
started under the leadership of Mr. T. G.
Jensen. Every week an open forum is held
where current political and social problems
are d iscussed. These meet ings have
a r o u s e d c o n s i d e r a b l e i n t e r e s t . R e v . C . P.
Hojbjerg recently visited the congrega¬
t i o n ; i n t w o ( l a y s h e d e l i v e r e d fi v e l e c -
turo.s, which were asource of joy and en¬
richment to those who attended. Every

i i

( I
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Monday even ing Rev. J . Jorgensen con¬
ducts ameet ing in h is home at which he
reads or speaks; and Rev. Jensen lectures
a t t h e g y m n a s h i m e v e r y T h u r s d a y e v e ¬
ning.

* * * ♦

Rev. Svend Jorgensen, Detroit, Mich.,
w r i t e s a b o u t “ L u t h e r a n T i d i n g s ” : “ I t i s
t l ierefore agreat help in gain ing in forma¬
t ion o f ou r synod tha t wo now have an
K n g l i s h c h u r c h p a p e r p u b l i s h e d b y o u r
■synod. It is our hope that i t wil l find its
w a y i n t o m a n y h o m e s , t h e r e b y b r i n g i n g
our local churches into acloser fellowship
with the .synod of which we are apart.

been ab le to make some good improve¬
m e n t s o n t h e i r c h u r c h . T h e c o n s t r u c t i o n
of anow highway forced them to move the
c h u r c h . F o r a p i e c e o f t h e i r l o t a n d f o r
the t roub le and inconven ience o f mov ing
the church building and the parsonage the
state highway department paid them
$2,250. This was used to move the church
t o t h e n e . x t s t r e e t , t o b u i l d a b a s e m e n t
with ki tchen and rooms for meetings, and
t o i n s t a l l a n e w f u r n a c e . A l a r g e r e n ¬
t r a n c e h a l l a n d t w o s i d e r o o m s w e r e a d d e d
to the front of the church, and it was
painted and repaired where necessary. The
old. parsonage was sold to avoid moving
i t , w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n o f b u i l d i n g a n e w
pa rsonage as soon as t he cong rega t i on
again becomes able to have its own pastor.
The membership has increased somewhat
the last couple of years.

ly temperament, an.xious to keep abreast
of what is going on in our church and in
o u r c o u n t r y a n d d e s i r o u s t o s h a r e o u r
s p i r i t u a l b l e s s i n g s w i t h h i s f a m i l y a n d
f r i e n d s , t o b o c u t o f f f r o m r e a d i n g a n d
hearing. May God bless him and his fami¬
ly with courage and strength to bear their
heavy burden.

Golden Wedding. Feb. 20 Mr. and Mrs.
Julius Christensen, Viborg, S. D., cele¬
b r a t e d t h e i r 5 0 t h w e d d i n g a n n i v e r s a r y
w i t h a f e s t i v a l i n t h e i r h o m e . Tw o d a y s
later the congregation at Viborg, to which
they belong, had arranged afestival for
the old couple.

} }

F l o w e r C o m m i t t e e s . . S o m e o f t h e c h u r c h e s
of our .synod have adopted the practice of
always having flowers on the altar at their
services. To look after this they appoint
s tanding commit tees. Avery beaut i fu l
i d e a .

* * * *

Rev. Hakon Jorgensen, Newell, Iowa,
president of our synod, is at the present
time making avisit to our congregations
in the state of Washington.

* * * #

Rev. Erik Mol ler, Omaha, Nebr., recent¬
ly had to submit to an operation for ap¬
p e n d i c i t i s a t t h e I m m a n u e l H o s p i t a l ,
O m a h a .

»

S a n t a l M i s s i o n C o n v e n t i o n . R e v . J . C .
Aabcrg, Minneaiiolis, is .seeking acongre¬
gation which is willing to invite the San¬
t a l M i s s i o n t o h o l d i t s c o n v e n t i o n t h e r e i n
May next summer.Rev. Jorgen Nielsen, who has served the

congrega t ion a t Enume law, Wash . , s ince
the death of Mr. L. C. Laursen, has now
b e e n c a l l e d a s t h e i r r e g u l a r p a s t o r. H o
served th is church .severa l years be fore
moving to Vancouver, B. C.

Rev. Carl C. Rasmussen has accepted the
call to become the pastor of our Los An¬
gelos congregation. Rev. Rasmussen is at
present in charge of the church at Salinas,
C a l i f .

* * * *

Da l i im, A l ta . Rev. P. Rasmussen wr i tes
that the Dalum, Alta., congregation held
afour day meeting February 13-17 with
Rev. E. Nommosen, Edmonton, Mrs. and
Rev. Vilh. Beck, Standard, and Mr. Chr.
Svondson, Dickson, Alta., as speakers. The
weather was fine, and many participants
helped not only to create afestive atmos¬
phere but to lend the joys of encourage¬
ment and of fellowship to the meetings.

Appea l fo r He lp . Rev. A . E . Sorensen,
Seattle, Wash., has sent out the following
appeal through his parish bulletin to the
members of his congregation: “Gov. Paul
Pearson of the Virgin Islands has sent out
an appeal for funds to supply hot lunches
f o r t h o u s a n d s o f u n f o r t u n a t e c h i l d r e n i n
t h o s e i s l a n d s . Yo u a s k : “ W h y d o e s n o t
the IT. S. A-. do something about it?” Aid
i s b e i n g r e n d e r e d b y t h e s t a t e , b u t t h e
need everywhere brings this message also
t o C h r i s t i a n s o f t h e U . S . A .

O n e c e n t a m e a l i s n e e d e d t o f e e d t h e

undernour ished ch i ldren o f the Vi rg in Is¬
l a n d s . D o n a t i o n s a r e s e n t t h r o u g h t h e
Go lden Ru le Founda t ion . An enve lope i s
e n c l o s e d f o r u s e i n t h i s c a u s e .

“At the present t ime many chi ldren are
carrying to school only apiece of sugar
cane o r ap iece o f fish , 46% a re unde r¬
weight. Teachers have done everything
they can for the children. Will you con¬
sider he lp ing?

*

Double Cast Play. March 22 and 23 the
young people of our Seattle, Wash., church
w i l l p resen t a th ree ac t p l ay, “The Poo r -
h o u s e G i r l ” w i t h a d i f f e r e n t c a s t o f c h a r ¬
acters each of the two evenings.

* * * ● *

Large Bequest. Some time ago St. Pe-
ders Church of Minneapolis, Minn., r e ¬
c e i v e d a b e q u e s t o f a t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s
f rom Mr. and Mrs . N ie l s Jensen , who a t
one t ime were members of the congrega¬
t ion, but who at thei r death l ived at Oak
Park, 111.

» * » ♦

Dr. E r l i ng Os te rgaard , m iss ionary f rom
our synod to the Santals of India, who at
pro.sent is home on furlough, is now pur¬
su ing acourse o f s tudy a t the Un ive rs i t y
o f M i n n e s o t a H o s p i t a l , M i n n e a p o l i s . D r.
O s t e r g a a r d , w h o s e h e a l t h w a s n o t v e r y
good when he returned last year, dbes not
seem to ral ly as had been expoeted. Ac¬
cording to reports from the mission field
he is sorely missed at the hospital in In¬
dia. Dr. Banerje, who is filling his place
temporarily, is finding the work veiy dif¬
ficult without Dr. Ostergaard.

P r o f . J o h a n n e s K n u d s e n , G r a n d V i e w
Co l l ege , has accep ted the ca l l f r om ou r
c h u r c h a t A s k o v, M i n n . , - t o b e c o m e i t s
pastor. Prof. Knudsen is unable, however,
to take charge of the work before in the
la te summer. In the meant ime Rev. Aago
Mol ler is serv ing the congregat ion.
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‘ ‘Santa lmlss ionaeren, ’ ’ the offic ia l organ
in this country of the Santal Mission, wi l l
celebrate its fortieth birthday in April.

G e n e r a l C h u r c h N e w s
College Youth. In the February issue of

Scribner’s Magazine Mr. Christian Gauss
has written an article on the present
generation of college students. He says:

The zipper ago is ended. The kick-hunt¬
ing generation has gone. The spiffy run¬
about prominently parked in front of the
f ra te rn i t y house i s nowhere in v iew. The
expensive coon-skin coat has disappeared.
Nowhere does the sophomore bring his
new- found f r eshman acqua in tance i n to a
be-bannored collegiate room, unlock and
proudly swing open the closet door to ex¬
hib i t abrace o f g in bot t les on the she l f . ”
Sex and alcohol are no longer the chief
interest of the college undergraduate. In
their place Mr. Gauss sees the dawning of
asocial conscience, adesire to be of serv¬
ice to society whether it pays or not. This
is ahappy change which promises well for
the fiiture when these young men become
l e a d e r s .

Grand V iew Co l l ege . Mr. C . A . O lsen ,
President of Grand View College, an¬
nounces that he has succeeded in making
arrangements so that students who register
for the spring term may secure employ¬
ment and thereby greatly reduce the cost
o f a t tendance . The to ta l cos t fo r the 12
weeks is $80, but it has been made possible
to reduce th is to $40 by work ing for the
college.

* * * »

R e v. C . P. H o j b j e r g , p r e s i d e n t o f N y -
sted People’s College and pastor of the
local church at Nysted, Nebr., has just
completed alecture tour through Califor¬
nia, where he has held meetings in anum¬
ber of congregations from one to several
days in each place. At present he is speak¬
ing at meetings in Iowa and Minnesota.
Among other places he wiU visit Minne¬
apolis, Tyler, and Alden, Minn., and Newell
and Ringsted, Iowa. Some places he will
stay for several days.

* * * *

Rev. A. Th. Dorf, Brooklyn, N. Y., cele¬
bra ted h i s s i x t i e th b i r thday March 4 . On
t h i s o c c a s i o n M r . C a r l o C h r i s t e n s e n h a s
published along and interesting interview
w i t h R e v . D o r f i n

i i

) }

N e w H y m n s f o r O l d . A c o m m i t t e e h a s
been put to work by the Federa l Counc i l
Churches e l im ina t ing war -hymns f rom the
repertoire of our congregational singing.
Many hj'mns use language full of war
terms. Here is agood p lace to at tack the
w a r s p i r i t . B u t a s e a r c h f o r n e w h y m n s
to replace the old is also apart of the
c o m m i t t e e ’ s t a s k .

t t D a n n e v i r k e . f f

“ S t u d e n t e r f e s t . ” G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e ,
Dos Moines, Iowa, ended its winter term
with ahomecoming festival, the annual

Studenterfest,” March 9and 10. ADan-
i.sh play, “Det gamle Guld,” was present¬
ed by agroup of students.

*

M u s s o l i n i a n d t h e C h u r c h . I t s e e m s t h a t
II Duco has adopted the policy of making
Italy the leading power among predomi¬
nantly Catholic countries. Although his
personal interest in the church seems not
to be very great, he has taken anumber of
steps favoring the Church of Rome, chief
among wh ich was the rees tab l i shment o f
t h e V ’ a t i c a n S t a t e . A n o t h e r i n d i c a t i o n o f

this policy was the recent unveiling iu

( i

Rev. Frede St0ttnip, Askov, Minn., who
for several years has been forced to keep
his bod, suffering from asevere ease of
arthritis, is now also suffering impairment
of his sight and his hearing. It is asevere
trial for aman, like Stpttrup, with alive-

*

F i n e C h u r c h I m p r o v e m e n t . R e v . H .
Strandskov, Tyler, Minn., reports in his
parish bulletin that the congregation at
Ruthton, Minn., which ho also servos, has



Straiulslcov, ITolgei’
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Borne of astatue in memory of the Bol i¬
v ian l iberator, S imon Bol ivar.

* * * *

R e l i g i o n S t i l l L i n g e r s i n t h e h e a r t s o f
the peasants of irreligious Russia. During
the drought of la.st summer processions of
Russian peasants headed by their priests
car ry ing icons and church banners might
be seen passing over the fields praying for
rain. Some of the priests were imprisoned,
bu t the peasants con t inued the i r p rayers
and rites, ^Vhon they passed by their
abandoned and delai>idated churches, they
would make the s ign of the cross before
t h e a l t a r s .

m a k e h i m t h e i r l e a d e r a f t e r h i s d e a t h .
Borresen lived to be nearly 76 years old.

I n t he summer o f 1901 eve rybody knew
t h e e n d w a s n e a r. O n e d a y h e a m i h i s
w i f e a r r a n g e d f o r t h e i fi a c c w h e r e t h e y
s h o u l d b e b u r i e d .

Iam shipwrecked with everything of
my own except Christ and His bloo<l. With
that Iw i l l come to God, " ho sa id .

On Sunday, Sept. 22, 1901, Borresen felt
that the end was at hand. Ho said good¬
bye to his wife and children, to Skrefsrud
a n d t o s o m e o f h i s d e a r S a n t a l f r i e n d s . H e
told them their hearts shouli l always burn
for Jesus, and that now ho was going to
h e a v e n t o J e s u s .

T h o s e w e r e h i s l a s t w o r d s . H o d i e d t h e
next day. Ho slept in peace with God and
men , b lessed by h i s dea r ones and the
Santal people.

He was buried already the following
day. Sept. 24. His casket was carried into
the church, and the church was filled to
overflowing when Skre fs rud preached the
f u n e r a l s e r m o n .

T h e r e w a s s o r r o w i n S a n t a l i s t a n . T h e
p e o p l e k n e , w t h e y h a d l o s t t h e i r b e s t
f r iend. H is l i fe was a l i fe in serv ice , and
wo are many who thank God for Borresen
a i u l h i s w o r k .

education, missions, statistics, and publica¬
t i o n s w e r e f o r m e d b e f o r e a n d a f t e r . M e a n ¬
w h i l e , t h e r e w e r e m e r g e r s r e s u l t i n g i n
T h e N o r w e g i a n L u t h e r a n ' C l i u r c h , T h e
United Lutheran Church, and the Joint
Wisconsin Synod.

Then came "Agitation." As the years
passed there was an increasing agitation
fo r g r e a te r c o o p e r a t i o n . Th e d e p r e s s i o n
f u r t h e r e d t h e i d e a . T h e A m e r i c a n L u ¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h a n d t h e A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n
C o n f e r e n c e w o r e f o r m e d i n 1 9 3 0 . I n 1 9 3 4
i t f o u n d f u r t h e r e x p r e s s i o n i n c e r t a i n
"ag i ta t ion centers" which ins is ted on im¬
m e d i a t e a c t i o n . F r o m t h e P a l i s a d e s o f t h e
H u i l s o n R i v e r t o t h e O r a n g e G r o v e s o f
California, .synods, conferences, and lay¬
men’s as.sociations solemnly urged that
steps bo taken at once looking toward
cooperat ion and un ificat ion.

Following closely upon this came the
t h i r d s t a g e , " A c t i o n . " B o t h T h e A m e r i ¬
c a n L u t h e r a n C h u r c h a n d T h e U n i t e d L u ¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h t o o k a c t i o n i n t h e i r b i e n ¬
nial conventions in October, authorizing
the appo in tment o f commi t tees to con fe r
with each other, and with stich others who
migh t w ish to be i nc luded . In November
the American Lutheran Conference ap-
] ) o i n t e d a c o m m i t t e e c o n s i s t i i i j ^ o f t w o
ropi'OstMitatives from eaeli of the five
bodies comprising the Conference, to con¬
tinue the study of eloser cooperation.

We are now in the fourth stage which
may well be designated "Agonization.
The executives of the respective bodies,
the committees which they appoint, pas¬
tors, people, indeed the whole Church will
have to agon ize , i f t he re i s to bo a rea l
progress. That is the pr ice we shal l have
t o p a y t o s e t t l e h o n e s t d i f f e r e n c e s a n d
b r i n g a b o u t a g r e a t e r u n i t y a n d u n i o n .
It does not require the vision of aprophet
to see that i f we do not agonize we wi l l
antagonize.

Truly, 1934 was anotable year in the
advance toward Lu the ran un ifica t ion , bu t
1935 is f raught wi th greater responsib i l i¬
ties and graver dangers, if the two remain¬
i n g s t a g e s o f " A d j u s t m e n t ” a n d " A m a l ¬
gamat ion" arc final ly to be real ized. I t is
our del iberate opinion that they are worth
a l l t h e a g o n y w h i c h t h e i r a c h i e v e m e n t
w i l l e n t a i l .
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*

T h e L u t h e r a n H o m e M i s s i o n C o i m c i l r e ¬
cently held its annual meeting at Chicago.
The representation was unusually good.
The field and the opportunities of Lutheran
home missions in America wore discussed.
It is the intention of the council to pub-
li.sh ascries of articles on this work during
the year. Next year’s meeting will be held
at Columbus, Ohio.

** « *

Anc ien t Syr iac B ib le . ' I 'wo manuscr ip ts
of the ancient Syriac Bible were recently
f o u n d i n a S y r i a n m o n a s t e r y i n A r m e n i a .
They include the gospels of St. Mark, St.
Luke, iurI alarge part of St. ,Jolin. Dr.
B e n d e l H a r r i s w a s t h e fi n d e r o f t h e m a n u ¬
scripts, which have been acquired by an
Anierican library.

* *

Re l i g i ous S t r i f e i n Mex i co . The Mex i¬
can government, which for along t ime has
f o u g h t a b i t t e r fi g h t a g a i n s t t h e C a t h o l i c
Church in Mexico, has recently taken one
more decisive stop in the direction of secu¬
lar iz ing the country. The ministry of edu¬
c a t i o n h a s i s s u e d t h e o r d e r t h a t a l l t e a c h ¬
ers in the state of Yucatan must give up
al l re l ig ion, espec ia l ly the Catho l ic . They
must sign the following declaration: I
hereby declare myself to be the relentless
f o e o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h a n d t h a t I w d l l
oppose the clergy whenever and wherever
i t may become necessa ry. I l i kew ise de¬
clare myself willing to take part in the
struggle against religious fanaticism.—No
religious instruction may be given in the
schools, nor may the teachers conduct
private devot ions in the homes.

H e n r i k P l a u i b e c k .

C O N T R I B U T I O N S T O T H E
S A N T A L M I S S I O N . i )

Trinity Church, Bron.x, N. Y $ 1 3 . 0 0
Danish Ladies Aid, Dwight, 111. ..
Sunday School , Des Moines, la. . .
Ladies Aid, Seattle, Wash
ilrs. Jeppe Mpllcr, Seattle
Rev. and Mrs. A. E. Sprensen,

Seattle ."
Mrs. L. H. Hansen, Aurora, Neb. .
Ruth and Sigurd Stpvring, Askov .
Bethany Congregation, Racine,

Wis
Sunday School, Troy, N. Y
Congregation, Withee, Wis
Karon Hansen, deceased,

Solvang, Calif
To D a g m a r M i l l e r ’ s Wo r k .

Ladies Aid, Wilbur, Wash  1 5 . 0 0
To Er l ing Oste rgaard ’s Work .

Ladies Aid, Minneapolis
A F a m i l y i n D a n o v a n g , Te x . . ,

To C a r e o f C h i l d r e n .
Danish Ladies Aid, Dwight, 111. .. 2 5 . 0 0

5 . 0 0
6 . 0 0
5 . 0 0
1 . 0 0

4 . 0 0
2 . 0 0
1 . 0 0

2 2 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0

3 6 . 6 5

935.55.

20 .00
1 0 . 0 0

Ra lph H . Long
T h e N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n . "T H E S A N T A L M I S S I O N . i I

i n

(Continued from col. 118.)
Yo rk . On t h i s j ou rney he p reached i n a
c h u r c h i n C h r i s t i a n i a w h i l e t h e s t e a m e r
docked. That was the on ly and las t t ime
he spoke in his native land.

When he came to Amer ica , he had so
many invitations that he often had to
p reach t h re e t imes aday.

Ihave met .several people, who heard
him at that time, and tliey still remember
the s t rong impress ion h is sermons made.
H e c r e a t e d a c o n t i n u a l i n t e r e s t i n t h e
Santal Mission in the Norwegian and Dan¬
ish Lutheran Church in America. For many
years we have been contributing to this
mission, both in money and in missionaries.

Skre fs rud rece ived so many inv i ta t ions
to speak that he thought he would have to
u s e a n o t h e r y e a r i n A i n e r i c a , b u t w h e n
he wro te to Bor resen abou t i t , Bo r resen
sent h im a te legram tha t he shou ld leave
A m e r i c a a t o n c e .

Borresen thought Skrefsrud should go to
Europe and speak in Denmark tind Norway
fo r some t ime , bu t Sk re fs rud though t he
should retiini to India; so lie went back
to India as ( juickly as he could.

Bo r resen ’s hea l t h was f a i l i ng and
S k r e f s r u d b i r d t o t a k e o v e r m o r e o f h i s
w o r k a l l t h e t i m e . B o r r e s e n t o l d t h e S a n -
ta ls tha t God wou ld b less Skre fs rud and

Choir —Pulpit —Gowns
E. R. Moore Co.

Total 
P rev ious ly acknowledged

Since January I, 1935 ..
$21.42' ill last report was from Freds-

ville, la., and not from Cedar Falla, la.
Sigrid Psterga-ard,

1700 4th St . S. E. , Minneapol is .

$1110.20
2 2 2 . 4 7
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The year 1934 also marks notable pro-
g r e . s s i n t h e m o v e m e n t t o w a r d a b e t t e r
umlorstanding and aclo.ser cooperation of
L u t h e r a n s . W e a r e n o w i n t h e f o u r t h
stage of the dovelopmciit.

F i r s t t h e r e w a s A s s o c i a t i o n ’ ’ w h i c h

became aretility in the (Juadri-cciitonnial
i l l 1917, when anumber of Lutheran bod¬
ies associated in eclebrat ing the Reforma-
lion anniversary and then organized The
N a t i o n a l I n i t h o r a n G o m m i s s i o n f u r S o l ¬
d i e r s ’ a n d S a i l o r s ’ W e l f a r e t o m e e t t h e
exigencies of acommon war problem. In
1918 The Nat iona l Imtheran Counc i l was
o r g a n i z e d a s a c o m m o n a g e n c y o f n i n e
bodies. Other tussociations in the fields of

( <

H O L S T P R I N T I N G C O .

Cedar Palls, Iowa


